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Abstract

The study addresses the Russian language influence on the lexis and phraseology in
the literary work of Uri-Nissan Gnessin, a Hebrew writer with a Russian background
during the Revival period mainly in the Russian Empire. Gnessin did not follow the
main path in many areas: his writing is individualistic at a time when national topics
ruled. His style is unique and his language freely incorporates linguistic stages of the
Hebrew language. The research results of the Russian language influence fit into this
picture and show that even in terms of foreign influence, he was not a purist. The
study focuses on the narrative language due to the difference between the narrative
and the dialogue in the linguistic characteristics. The case study is the novella
‘Hatsida’ ('77°%7"), one of the four great novellas Gnessin has written. This study has
three objectives: to prove the significance of identifying the Russian language
component, to characterize methods of the Russian language influence on the lexis
and the phraseology and to characterize the lexical gaps Gnessin had completed
through the Russian language.

The study demonstrates the significance of referring to the Russian language
component as Gnessin portrays it and disregarding this element leads to inaccurate
and even erroneous interpretation. The identification of these interpretations and the
exposure of the Russian language element in Gnessin’s writings demonstrate that for
a more accurate picture of his language, style and discourse with his readers, it is
necessary to study it with reference to the Russian language influence. More broadly,
the study demonstrates that it is essential to consider the language background of the
bilingual writer for an accurate and in-depth understanding of his work.

The characterization of the Russian language influences on Gnessin’s lexis and
phraseology is expressed in two main methods: loanword (n°%p°0p> 72°}w) and
calque (nwino a2°x&w). The first method, the loanword, is the direct and relatively
revealed influence (vornna) and the findings determine that it is quite broad.
Furthermore, the study demonstrates a nearly complete overlap between words that
can be borrowed from the Russian language and international words. Gnessin uses
international words, most of which are also used in the Russian language and are
commonly Russian-based, avoiding Russian non-international words, as opposed to
his letters, in which he uses Russian words that are not international. All borrowed
words are nouns divided into two categories; the limited category consists of



borrowed words that appear in a phrase, which is by itself a loan translation from the
Russian Language (max v1112). The broad category consists of single words. Most of
them portray the realia and the cultural landscape of the Russian Empire at the
beginning of the twentieth century associated mainly with three semantic fields: the
house and its contents (77p); garments (7m122); institutions and status (7vo1). As
opposed to the loanword, the second method - the calque, is more concealed when
used in Hebrew material under foreign influence. The study includes
characterization of its various forms: loan shift (mynwn n°xw) to an existing word
('w%' in reference not only to hands, but also to legs) and loan translation- new
creation of word and expression from the Hebrew material. The loan translation
category includes reference to both forms: morphological loan translation — creation
of a word (noun m:p which consists of an adjective nap and suffix m-) and
syntagmatic loan translation — creating a phrase (7112 jwv). The most conspicuous
form of calque is a syntagmatic loan translation. This category is a minefield for the
reader or researcher since it includes many figurative expressions. The study also
addresses various issues in identifying calque - distinguishing them from internal
development as well as acknowledging the different forms of calque. It is often
difficult to impossible to trace the processes that have undergone the words or
phrases, and we can only point out that in a synchronic view we have a word or a
phrase that carries additional meaning. The study also addresses the great challenge
in distinguishing between the Russian language influence and the intervention of
personal stylistic preferences.

This study addresses the lexical gaps that Gnessin completes through loanword and
calque. The loanword is Gnessin’s main method of completing the general lack of
realia. Gnessin completes the exact missing denotation (%21&0 and not ann) by
utilizing the borrowed words. In most cases, Gnessin’s choice of the borrowed word
derives not from the absence of a Hebrew alternative, but from the lack of an
accurate alternative. In reference to the limited group of loanwords that appears
jointly with loan translation (7%°xw 211n), it seems as if they come together leading
to the meaning of the phrase and the connotation, accompanied in Russian (The
phrase max w112 accompanied by the connotation of an attractive man). An analysis
of the findings on calque indicates that, compared to loanword, it is impossible to
point to one common denominator that the calque portrays in Gnessin’s text. The
study presents cases of calque even when there is an exact Hebrew equivalent (23171



MEY nX and not wan17) and calque that completes lacks, similar to those of loanword
- concepts from the world in which the story takes place (2°1%2 o>p - characterizing
summer end and beginning of fall). The third group, which is the most prominent in
calque, is word combinations that include comparisons or metaphors that fill the
absence in terms of figurative expression that exists in another language ( 12> 177p
vv when the adjective np is not used in the meaning of "blunt” but in the meaning
stupid and is compared to "a tree" as in Russian.)

This study may contribute to linguistic and literary research. Its contribution can be
expressed in the research on Gnessin's work - exposing the Russian language
element can help to better understand his writings and thus enable a more accurate
and profound literary interpretation. It can also contribute to examining the influence
of Gnessin's language on the language of other Hebrew writers. The second direction
that this research can help with is to examine lexical gaps and methods to fill those
gaps. An examination of these gaps that Gnessin faced during the Revival period can
help study the needs of Hebrew during this period, as well as the study of methods
to complete lexical gaps by the Revival period’s authors. Furthermore, the study
enriches a broader study of methods to complete the gaps by asking whether it is
possible to generalize methods to complete those gaps in a language in the revival
or in a language undergoing accelerated change. The third direction is the influence
of the language background on his Hebrew writing and in general. The contribution
will articulate in the methodology study of the influence of the language background
and the results of the study may contribute to generalization of this type of influence.
The fourth direction in which a research can be significant is a broader study of the
Russian language influence on the Hebrew language during the Revival period and
in general.
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MY ,1986 1PWT’D) .(>10-1I0 PIT °2ND1 L1727 01M) NIDIPND DNNNT MW WANWAW N W ,(PID prXY 1R
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